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“And he sat down by awell. Now the Priest of Midian 
dauchiers : and they came and drew water, and filled? rough 
to water their father’s ficck. And the shepherds can 1d drove 
them away : but Moses stood up, and helped them, and watered 


their fice Wy 

In the juvenile days of Moses, that prophet, Having ‘unfortu- 
nately interfered in a quarrel be ‘tween an Egyptian a and a ye Ww, swe t 
voluntary éxile.—Provoked at’ the assassination of a ibject, 

reas reigning monarch ha a t to slay ee who fled from hie 
wrath into the land of Midian. Here he took up his residence in 
the vicinity ofa well, and led a sort of Hi: rmit’ > iife, “unknowine 
and unknown.” By a glance at the history of pastoral ages, it will 


be seen that the task of drawing water,- either jor houschold pur- 


~ 


poses, or for the use of the fold, generally devolved upon women. 
The simplicity, the indolence, or the rudeness of the patriarchs 
caused them to forget that the obvious destination of the soficr sex, 
was for lightér labour ; and that mef, as the natural Puardi i 


females, should ever rescue their fair ete: frgm_ ignominicu 
thraldom. But the Pricst of Midiah, with all his fearnine, was, it 
seems, clotvnish and ma itentiv e in. this respect; for he suffers his 
whole family of girls to “draw water, and fill the troughs. to- water 
his flock.” ~ In those days, and in that arid region, res@rvoirs, weil 

and cisterns attracted almost as great crow ds as fas! 


tering place s have in times more modern, and in a climate les 
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ed. The daughters of the Pricst did not repair to the well of 
Midian without exposure to the attacks of brutality. Certain 
shepherds of the country, “fellows of the Laser sort,” influenced by 
their wonted churlishness, impudence, boorishness,:and ferocity, 
came and drove these unoffending females away. Perceiving this 
harshness, and, in a spirit of gallantry, resenting it, Moses, with 
the courtesy of a Cavalier, oe d his seat and his meditations, 
civilh helped the insulted maidens, and relieved them from the 
labour of watering their flocks. This is a pleasing instance of pri- 
meval politeness, and demonstrates that even inthe simplest stages 
f society, the man of feeling, taste, and judgment, will always sup- 
port the rights of woman. 


2) 


The sex have a paramount claim to our protection, tenderness, 
and courtesy. Years cannot cause my dim eyes to survey the fair 
carelessly, or with indifference. My heart still palpitates at their 
approach, and in despite of the di iscipline of Philosophy, my nerves 
vibrate, like the keys of a harpsiahord, from the slightest touch of 
acharmer. Once in the absurd misapprehension of youth, I 
thought the character of a woman-hater worth imitating, and even 
attempted to harl a feeble lance at the daughters of Eve. But 
‘Fime has taught me ae impolicy and baseness of such a warfar: 
| have not only made atruce, but concluded a firm and _ lasting 
peace with the ladies. I pride myself that they still admit an old 
bachelor to their toilets, and that they will not refuse a dropped 
tan, though presented to them by a grey-headed gallant. If I hea 
the pleasing rustle of = against my study stairs, I make shift t te 
hide my spectacles, and at the expence of my gouty limbs, chee: 
fully resign my iihingiiche te arm chair to the occupancy of the fair sex. 
£ am a very Moses to resent any ill treatment they may receive ; 
and did modern ladies watch and water sheep, like the seven shep- 
herdesses of Midian, I am sure I should “sight merrily” fill the 
bucket. 


The gallantry of the attentive Moses was not unrequited. [t 
procured him an invitation to the house of the priest, whose daugh- 
ers had been thus protected by the shield of civility. The fruits 
of good breeding were the gratitude of a venerable divine and the 
hand of Zipporah his daughter. 


This it may be learned by every young man, eager for a pleas- 


ant passage through life . that attention te wemen honours borh the 


giver and the®receiver. Nothing is to be gained by rudeness to the 
sex. By Peg ere e to them much may be acquired. He who 
is universally decried by women, is rarély very pop ular in male so- 
ciety Sar! atu re intende -d the two sexes sh ould live t« gether in ami- 
vy. Let the good underst: anding continue. If we treat our female 
friends with courtesy, and with tenderness, if we listen to their 
voice with attenticn, bow at their a] ae ach, and sigh at their de- 
parture, we shall be liberally remunerated. Selfi ‘chness alone will 
dict such politeness. Woman, naturally frank, generous and 
sensitive, will hasten to discharge the obligation. On him who is 


thus watchful vo please her, she will smile with radiance, she will 
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smooth his pillow, she will, like Hotspur’s consort, “sing the song 
that pleases him,” and “bind his aching head with flowers.” 


————aep D 1 Dis @ ae 


CRITICISM. 


CCC REE HHH e 
Weeeetreereeeeteneve 


HROM THE ALBANY CENTINEI 


a 
WEBSTER’s DICTICNARY 

The preface to this work displays an extent oferudition rare in this, and which 
would be deemed respectable in any country. The writer seems to have pre 
pared himself for his task by a thorough investigation of the history and struc- 
ture of the English language, and long and patient study of yeneral philology 
That such learning and diligence should be employed, not to fix and settle, 
but to destroy the uniformity of our language, to legalize its corruptions and 
perversions, to deprive and degrade it, will be lamented by those who vene 
rate English literature, and respect uncommon industry of research and ex- 
tent of knowledge. 

Mr. Webster treats his subject under the several heads of Orthogranhin 
Pronunciation, and Etymology. 

In his adjustment of Orthography he has ventured on many alterations, and 
preposes others which are not inserted in his Dictionary. Some of his notions 
of improvement are visionary, and the changes he would make are too great 
to be soon or generally adopted. Heaims at an orthography more accordant 
with the etymology, analogy, and pronunciation of tke langtage. But wher 
will eradicate all fts anomalies and irregularities? Should a Legislature ot 
Lexicographers, with powers to coerce rebellion, to subdue the force of ha- 
bit, and prevent the effects of ignorance and negligence, legalize the correc- 
tions proposed by Mr. Webster, and declare that they slould be at once a- 
dopted wherever the English language is written, it must be acknowledged 
that it would have a more uniform and pleasing aspect. 

To Mr. Webdster’s scheme of Orthograp‘ncal improvement, the following 
observations of Dr. Johnson furnish a sufficient objection. In the preface to 
his Dictionary, speaking of Orthography, he says :—*“In this part of the 
work where caprice has long wantoned without controul, and vanity sought 
praise by petty reformation, I have endeavored to proceed with a scholar’s 
reverence for antiquity and a grammarian’s regard to the genius of car 
tongue. I have attempted few alterations, and among those few, perhans the 
greater part Js from the modern to the ancient practice ; and I hope I may 
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The greater part of Mr. Webstcr's observations « tiasicn is.cer- 

tainly sensibie and judicious. As fur as bis opi e gathe (om 
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the preface, I donot see that he objects to Mr. Walker’s pronunciation, but 
| solutely absurd, or its propriety at least questionable. Tha: 


writer’s acceptable, and commendadle, with the accents on the first syllable. 
are wholly indefensible. Parshealtty, ingrasheate, offisheate, &c. are of du- 
bious propriety. Ske-y, kc-ind, gue-ise, disgue-ise, kc. Mr. Webster con- 


siders as precisely the faults which distinguish the vulgar of New-Eneland 


in ke-ow, ge-own, &c. dAnegel and enectent, though contrary to analogy, 


are so firmly established in England and in this country, excepting some 


} 


parts of New-lngland, that the attempt te change them must be fruitless. 


Under the head of Etymology, Mr. Webster shews a profundity of learn. 


. . - - . . —D 4 1. “+1 “4 ¢ 4 

Ings, an acquaintam withthe origin and sources of our idnPuare and its 
t> i : 

sister tongues, in which few have surpassed him. This 1s his favorite walk, 
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ation, but Mr. Walker in his Pronouncing Dictionary might have given us the York. 
le. That shire, the Northumberland, and the Cockney pronunciation with as much 

syllable. propriety as Mr. Webster has introduced the varirus corrupt senses of an 
ire of du. English word in different States. 







































ster con- To new words, the signs of new ideas, perhaps no reasonable objection can 
-England be made. Let the farmer girdle -his trees, and the planter ging his cotton. 
analogy, But when words have been detorted from their original meaning, and the 
ne some sense in which the best writers and speakers have used them, it is the duty 
uitless. of the maker of a Dictionary to endeavour to restore them to their original 
f learn. sense, and legitimate use; and thus contribute his efforts to preserve the 
and “ uniformity and to secure the stability and longevity of the language. ‘To 


ite walk promote which important objects, literary men should combine their zeal and 
sble suc. exertions. The wonder‘ul diffusion of the English language is a subject of 


ateful and sublime contemplation. The mind is filled and expended with 
he thought, that the diction of Locke and Milton, Chatham and Burke, will 
e written and spoken for ages to come in the British Isles, on the banks of 
he Ganges and the Missisippi—will be diffused over the great » Peninsula of 
India and a vast oa Dee of the American continent. To the advantage re- 
sulting from the immense predomjnmance of such a language—a language 
which is the vehicle of all the knowledge the human mind has attained, the 
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4 scheme of dialects is extremely hostile. But it is a visionary scheme. A 
~ written tongue, which has been the medium of so much original genius, 
MATER ¢ 


which describes all the sentiments aud passions, and communicates all the 
science of man, will not rude ramify into dialects. 
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. ‘I marvel much, pardie,’ quoth she, ‘for to behold the rout, 
S To see man, woman, boy and beast, to toss the world about ; [ly smil- 
2 Some kneel, some.crouch, some beck, some check, and some can smooth. 
And some embrace others i in arms, end there think many a wile, 
Some stand aloof at cap and knee, some humble and some stout, 

Yet are they never friends indeed untill they once fall out.’ 

Thus ended she her song, and said, before she did re move, 

‘The falling out of faithiul friends renewing is of love.’ 








THE EMIGRANT’S GRAVE. 
Founded on a true Story, by W. Spencer, Eeq. 


Why mourn ye, why strew ye these flow’rets around, 
To yon new-sodded grave, as your slow steps advance ? 
In yon new-sodded grave, (ever dear be the ground !) 
Lies the stranger we lov’d, the poor exile from France. 


ad apse 
Peal 


ere 


, And is this the poor exile at rest from His woe, 
No longer the sport of misfortune and chance ? k 
Mourn on, village mourners, my tears too shall flow 
For the stranger ye lov’d, the poor exile of France. 


Oh ! kind was his nature, though bitter his fate, 
And gay was his converse, though broken his heart ; 
No comfort, no hope, his own heart could elate, 
i Though comfort and hope he to alli couid impart. 


Ever joyless himself, in the joys of the plain 
Still foremost was he, mirth and pleasure to raise, 
ee And sad was his soul, yet how blithe was his strain, 


5, ea 
nue 





i When he sung the glad song of more fortunate days ! 
| sek ae _ 
i One pleasure he knew ; in his straw cover’d shed 
For the snow-beaten beggar his faggot to trim : 
One tear of delight he could drop on the bread 
Which he shar’d with the poor, though still poorer than him. 
4 And when round his death-bed profusely we cast 
Ev’ry gift, ev’ry solace our hamlet could bring, 
He biest us with sighs, which we thought were his last ; 
But he still had a pray’r for his country and king. 
Poor exile, adieu ! undisturb’d be thy sleep : 
From the feast, from the wake, from the village green dance, 
How oft shail we wander by moonlight to weep 
O’er the stranger we lov’d, the poor exile from France. 
To the church going bride shall thy mem’ry impart m 
One pang as her eyes to thy cold relics glance, 7 C 
One flow’r from her garland, one tear from her heart, aor 
ret 
: Shall drop on the grave of the exile of France, es. 
ager 
i hath 
DIRECTIONS TO A PORTER. ved 
repl 
r Anonymous. habi 
; Thou faithful guardian of these peaceful walls, 7. it 
7: Whose zealous care protects s thy master’s gate ; ed 
. If an iy Str anger at this mansion calls, “~~ 
ov ll tell thee who shal] enter, who shall wait. ek 
ee and 


If Fortune, blindfold gooddess, chance to knock, 


in 
“8 Or proud Ambition lure me to her arms, m2 
a Shut, shut the door, good John, quick turn the lock, year 
And shield thy master from their syren charms. of vi 
Tupt 
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{ly smile. 
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wile, 
out, 


hime. 
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If sober Wisdom hither deigns to roam, 
Nor let her in, nor send her quite away : 
Tell her, at present [ am not at home, 
But hope she’ll call again another day ! 


{f at my door a beauteous boy be seen, 
His little feet have oft my threshold trod, 
You know the offspring of the Cyprian Queen, 
His air—without his bow, bespeak the god. 


His geentie smiles admittance ever win, 
Though oft deceiv’d— 1 prize the fond deluder ; 
Morn, noon, and night, be sure you let him in, - 
For Love, dear Love, is never an intruder. 





RICARDO’S FATE. 
A fenstve and pfrathetic Piece. 


Cheerless and sad appears the gloomy sky ; 
No sound was heard but what the screech-owl gave, 
Demons of darkness seem’d to hover nigh ; 
Then all wes still, and silent as the grave ! 
Ricardo now pursued his dismal road 
From the bright region of his cottage fire ; 
Down a dark passage near his lov’d abode, 
Cautious he trod, while fear his thoughts inspire : 
No welcome gleam across his pathway shone, 
But soon an obstacle impedes his way— 
Where, with a faint and sadly-sounding groan, 
Headlong he fell, stretch’d out upon the clay ; 
And as he rose, he roar’d with ghastly grin, 
“T)—mn—t—n seize the pail! I’ve broke my shin! 


PPC EER REESE EEE TEESEE EEE HOTTEST EOE OREO EO Oe ee eeeetere 
POCO OER SRR OEE ERE EEE EOS EES ESHEETS ETHER HH Hews eeereeeeeee 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


——— 


ON CARD PLAYING. 


** Cards are superfluous—with all the tricks 

** That idleness has ever yet contrived 

“To fill the void of an unfurnished brain, 

“To palliate dulness, and give time a shove.” Cowper. 


A Genticman in public company, inveighing against the prevailing custona 
of Card Playing, was requested to give ‘his reasons for it, which he did in 
words to this effect, I will, said he, since you desire it, give you my reasons ; 
frst, in general, and then, in particular. I have observed that cards waste 

agreat deal of rrmME, which I esteem the most valuable treasure that God 
hath bestowed on us: In the next place, they exclude conversation which is 
the highest of all social pleasures; and lastly, they too frequently excite envy, 
ep and ill humor. abe be more particular. —In young persons, the 

habit of playing at Cards absorbs many of those hours which should be spent 
in improving the mind, and which, thus daily wasted, can never afterw ards 
be recalled : by thus lesitie the opportunity of impr vement, they become ut- 
terly unfit for proper employments, and wf course fall into pursuits, unworthy 
of the stations they might have filled, and become insignificant to themselves 
énd useless to society. With respect to the O_p: This humer of Card play- 
ing is a most wretched exe ample, and contributes greatly to ruin the rising 
generation: it removes that reverence which c ught naturally te wait upon 
years, and renders that season of life diszraceful, which ought tobe the object 
“veneration: It increases avarice, the too natural vice of Acx, and cor- 
tupts the heart, at a season, when it should be employed ia more serious 
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pursuits. In a word, this is one great cause of that incapacity so justly de 
picred in our YoutTH ‘of both sexes, and of that profligacy, which disgrac 
those in ADVANCED YEARS. 





A PICTURE. 

Her very appearance was sufficient to silence the severest satirist of her 
gex ; easy without pride, and free without impudent her looks, her con. 
vorsation were natural and ungonstrained x she hi a ad te been taught to 
languish nor ogie, to laugh without a jest, or to sigh without sorrow. is 

Goldsmith, 





Serenity, health, and affluence attend the desire of rising by labor ; mise. 
ry and disrespect that of succeeding by Fate benevolence: ti 1€ man, who 
can (under Providence) thank himself alone for the happiness he enjoy: s, is 
truly blest ; and lovely, far more love ly, the sturdy glcom of labori 10US indi- 
gence, than the fawning simper of thriving adulation. ibid. 
BAD WEATHER OUT-RIDDEN. 

A gentleman riding from Dartford to London, saw behind him a ¢reat 
shower of rain, and several travellers, all gereat-coated and we t throug h— 
He now put on briskly, and out-rode the shower all the way, so that by the 
time he.got to Shooter’s-hill, it had only reached his horse’s tail, and so con- 
tinued till he got to London, he not being In the least wet by it. 

A person speaking very respectfully of a blind rentleman, said among oth- 
er things, that he was a good looking man. An Hibernian in company stdek 
with the apparent blunder, exclaimed, “DY the holy Shannon, if I had Said as 
much, I should have been accused of m: ‘king @ a buli.—How can any one be: a 
good dooking man when he is so stark blind that he can’t /ook at all. 

IS SISLT EE Ke VS VED Se: aa n> Carat aee 
CAUTION. 

On Saturday evening last, some incendiary threw a lighted cigar into the 
window ofa small be droom of Mr. A. Upton, corner of Essex and Peckiord 
streets, which set on fire some light cotton articles lying upon a table. For- 
tunately Mrs. Upton being in an adjoining room, smelt the burning and made 
the discovery soon e —— to subdue the fire. 

On Sunday morigjng last, an ally rm vessel containing tinder and other 
combustibles was found in Mess’rs‘J. & J. Henficid’s yard, (Washington str.) 
near one corner of the house. It was supposed that some incendiary intenc- 
ed to set fire, but was alarmed, from hearing Mr. H. up'in the hou 

Had a fire obtained any considerable height, in¢ither of the above men- 
tioned places, the destruction of many houses and much property would have 
been the inevitable consequence. 


> « 


tt 3) 
MARRIAGE. 
In this town, Mr. John Dileston, to Miss Hiity Masury. 
FLL FFI 44 Mh 
DEATHS. 
fn this town, Miss Sally Phippen, aged 21, daughter of Capt. Nathaniel 
Phippen. Miss Lucy Saunders, aged 17, daughter of Capt. ‘Thomas Saun- 
ders, 
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